demilitarization and democratic reconstruction of these
countries, In conformity with this, the Soviet Government
insists upon the complete disarming of Germany, and on
the implementation of the plan of international control of
the industrial region of the Ruhr, as the principal base of"
Germany's war industry. In conformity with this, too, the
Soviet Government insists that war industry be completely
banned in Japan, and that proper international control be
established to prevent Ihe restoration of war industry in
that country. But at the same time, the Soviet Government
considers that peace industry must not ho stifled either in
Germany or Japan. Both the German and the Japanese
peoples must be given the opportunity to secure everything
their own peace industries can provide.
If we want to be true to the obligations we assumed
with regard to the peace settlement wilh Germany and
Japan, this is the course we must follow. Only those who
want endlessly to protract the occupation of Germany
and Japan, disregarding the legitimate interests of their
peoples, can evade fulfilling the aforesaid international
agreements.
This is how matters stand regarding the chief tasks of
the postwar settlement.
Anothpr major issue in the foreign policy of the
U.S.S.R, is the struggle against the new forces of aggres-
sion and, consequently, against propaganda for a new war
and against instigators of a new war.
With this purpose in view, a<s early as 1946 the Soviet
Union submitted to UNO its well-known proposal for
a general reduction of armaments and prohibition of the
atomic weapon. In spite of the resistance of the aggressive
Clements, this proposal was in the main accepted by 'UNO-
Last year the Soviet Union submitted a proposal to the
General Assembly for the adopting of measures- against
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